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Introduction 

 
Westways is a large three form entry through primary school which serves a richly diverse 
population and additionally has a nursery provision. 

 
We welcome our responsibility to include all children in the life of our school, with the needs of 
pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) being met predominantly within 
our mainstream classrooms. In addition to quality first teaching within the classroom, children with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities may be taught in smaller intervention groups or for 
specific interventions on a one-to-one basis; if teaching staff feel that this is appropriate.  
 
We have high aspirations and expectations for every child and welcome the opportunity to include 
all children in the life of the school. 

 
 

What is the Local Offer? 

The LA Local Offer 

The Children and Families Bill was enacted in 2014. From this date, Local Authorities and schools 
are required to publish and keep under review information about services they expect to be 
available for the children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) aged 0-25. This 
is the ‘Local Offer’ and the Sheffield version can be found at www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk  The 
intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It will also be an 
important resource for parents in understanding the range of services and provision in the local 
area. 

 
The School SEN Information Report 

 
This utilises the LA Local Offer to meet the needs of SEN pupils as determined by school policy, 
and the provision that the school is able to meet. 

 
If your child has Special Educational Needs. What can we at Westways Primary School 
offer you? 

 
At Westways Primary School, we embrace the fact that every child is individual and unique and 
therefore, the educational needs of every child are different. We use our best endeavours to 
ensure each child gets the support they need. We focus on inclusive high-quality teaching; 
which is scaffolded and adapted to support specific needs. 
 

 
Here are some questions and responses which give more information about the Local Offer from 
Westways Primary School. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk/


 
 
 

  
 
Who are the best people to talk to at Westways about my child’s difficulties 

withlearning/Special Educational Needs or Disability? (SEND) 
 
 

When a parent has any concern relating to their child’s education, the first point of 
contact is the child’s class teacher/s. Class teachers work on a daily basis with your 
child and will know them well, they are responsible and accountable for the 
progress and development of their pupils. 
 
If you have a concern or further information is needed, then please do not 
hesitate to contact the Inclusion manager and SENDCo, Mrs. Parfitt.  
 
The SENCO has day-to-day responsibility for the operation of the SEN policy and 
the co-ordination of specific provision made to support individual pupils with SEND, 
including those who have Education Health Care (EHC) plans.  The SENCO 
provides guidance to colleagues and will work closely with staff, parents and other 
agencies. 
 
You may also speak with our Learning Mentors Mrs Anna Reynolds or Mrs Su 
Woolley if you are worried about your child’s social and emotional wellbeing.  
 
Mrs. Parfitt can be contacted through the school office on: 

 0114 266 2471 

 Via email on parfittj@westways.sheffield.sch.uk or 
senco@westways.sheffield.sch.uk 
 

The learning menors can be contacted through the school office on: 

 0114 2662471 

 Via email on reynoldsa@westways.sheffield.sch.uk 
 

Miss Lindsay Snow is the School Governor for SEN. 
 

 
 

What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at 
Westways? 

 
 

The 2014 Code of Practice states that the ‘high quality teaching, differentiated for 
individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have or may have 
SEND.   
 
Westways has a team of support staff who are trained in delivering a range of 
interventions; these may be in a small group or on a one to one basis. Interventions 
are generally carried out for short periods of time, with several regular sessions each 
week. These are are overseen and monitored by the teacher and SENDCo. 
 
We feel it is important that children are able to be in class with the teacher as much 
as possible, and as such interventions are generally timetabled for specific times that 
do not take the children out of class for maths or english lessons. Children may have 
additional help from the teacher or teaching assistant or work in a small guided 
group within class at these times.  
 
 
For some children who need support with emotional development and social skills 
we also provide ‘nurture’ group sessions. Additional specialist support may be 
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provided by external professionals for some individuals e.g. speech therapy, 
occupational therapy or educational psychology. 
 
The impact of interventions are monitored by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to 
ensure they are effective. 

 

 
How can I let Westways know that I am concerned about my child’s progress in 

school? 
 

If a you are concerned that your child may have a special educational need, you 
should firstly talk to the class teacher. A meeting may then be arranged with parents, 
the class teacher and SENCo to plan and discuss next steps. 
This may be in the form of additional support and guidance in the class, small group 
work, one to one support or the school seeking additional advice from another 
professional. If a child meets certain criteria based on the Sheffield Support Grid, 
then they will be placed on the school’s SEN Register.  
 
http://www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk/kb5/sheffield/directory/advice.page?id=xY4E0cn
kvvg 
 
We view the partnership with parents/carers as a vital and significant part of the 
learning process. We pride ourselves on building positive relationships with parents 
and as professionals endeavour to listen and understand when parents express 
concerns about their child’s development. We also listen to and address any 
concerns raised by the children themselves. The school also holds regular Parent 
Consultation evenings where parents can talk to their child’s class teacher and the 
SENCo about their child and any worries that they may have. 
 

 
 

How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s learning in 
school? 

 
 

In school, the teachers carry out regular observations and both formative and 
summative assessments and track your child’s attainment across the school year.  
 
Your child’s class teacher will have regular meetings with you through the school 
year (Parents’ Evenings), however they may ask to meet with you at additional times 
if they are concerned your child is not making expected progress. More detailed 
assessments may be carried out to identify any specific barriers to learning and to 
ensure that a planned intervention is correct for each individual child.  
 
Slower progress does not always mean that a child has a special educational need. 
As a school, we might also look at any other causal factors that may be affecting a 
child’s learning such as English being an additional language, illness, absence from 
school or specific behaviours or anxieties that may be inhibiting focus and 
concentration. 
 
The teaching staff have half-termly pupil progress meetings with a member of the 
Senior Leadership Team and the SENDCo to discuss progress and attainment of all 
the children. During these discussions children may be identified as being at risk of 
not making expected progress and this information may lead to a discussion 
between Parents/Carers and the class teacher. 
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How is extra support allocated to children? 
 

 
Initially extra support is allocated by the professional judgement of the class teacher 
utilising support staff effectively within the classroom.  
Teachers are supported and guided by the SENDCo and the Senior Leadership 
team. 
   
Using tracking data, the SENCO also works with support staff and class teachers to 
allocate additional support and interventions. Support is provided based on the 
needs of the children at the time.  
 
Our Learning Mentor is timetabled to support children who are vulnerable socially 
and emotionally either through group work or 1:1 support sessions, as well as 
responding to more immediate/crisis situations. We also have Play Leaders who can 
support children, especially at break and playtimes. 
 
Westways has some limited funding for Fusion School 2 School Support – this 
service is used where the SENDCo may request specific learning assessments for 
children with a higher level of need. 
 
We also work closely with a range of other health and educational professionals 
including: 
 
Sheffield Autism Team - a small group of professionals who work across 
Sheffield schools providing advice to colleagues to develop strategies to support 
children diagnosed with Autism. Our link lead teacher is Colette Taylor. 

 
Educational Psychology – An Educational Psychologist supports the school. Their 
role is an advisory one and they work with many schools not just ours. They work 
with school staff to develop strategies to support children with high levels of need 
and carryout a range of assessments where an Educational Health Care Plan may 
be the next step.  
Our link Educational Psychologist is Natalie Askham. 

 
Speech and Language Service which school can refer to if they are concerned 
about a child’s speech, language and/or communication difficulties.  A therapist 
will come into school to assess children and give school strategies to support 
children’s speech and language development. Our link Speech and language 
Therapist is Charlotte Gardener. 

 
 

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND? 
 
 

We have high expectations for all our children and use our best endeavours to 
ensure each child receives the support they need. 
 
Teachers focus on high quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised and 
will adapt the environment and use a range of strategies and resouces to support 
children with SEN. All pupils will have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 
The class teacher will discuss the needs of the children with the SENCo and from 
this, decisions will be made about the type of support, how often it will be delivered 



and by whom. Your child may go on to the school’s SEN register if their needs meet 
a specific criteria and this will be discussed clearly with you. 
 
http://www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk/kb5/sheffield/directory/advice.page?id=xY4E0cn
kvvg 
 
The SSG is split into four categories of need, which have been taken from the SEND 
Code of Practice (national guidance on SEND practice): 
 
1.Communication and Interaction (for example, language delay, speech sound 
difficulties, autism spectrum disorder or sensory processing difficulties) 
2.Cognition and Learning (for example, general learning disabilities, or specific 
learning difficulties like dyspraxia or dyslexia) 
3.Social, Emotional and Mental Health (for example, difficulties with emotional 
regulation, anxiety, ADHD) 
4.Hearing and Vision (sensory impairments) and Physical (for example, hearing 
difficulties, visual difficulties, motor coordination difficulties). 
 
Additional external specialist support and advice for teachers may be requested for 
some individual pupils. 
 
We feel it is important to involve parents at every stage and welcome your 
involvement. 
 
For children with specific physical needs, we will make every reasonable adjustment 
to prevent any child being put at a disadvantage. Westways is a school that 
promotes equality of opportunity. 
 
As a school we have a positive approach to all types of behaviour, with clear 
systems that are followed by all staff linked to our behaviour policy. The class 
teacher, SENDCo and learning mentor work closely together with parents/carers to 
support children who struggle to manage their social and emotional needs within the 
school environment. 
 
 

How are the teachers at Westways helped to work with children with SEND and 

what training do the staff have? 
 

 
Training and professional development of all staff is an important part of school life 
at Westways. We have regular whole school training through our INSET days and 
more specific training through staff meetings and twilights. We support and share 
good practice relating to children with special needs. Teachers also have access to 
education and training which will develop their practice in supporting children with 
more specialised needs such as Team Teach and Autism Tier 1 training. 
 
Our SENDCo, is a qualified teacher who has a post graduate SEN qualification and 
a BSc (Hons) in Health and Social Care and also has a post graduate qualification 
in Midwifery. 
 
Our Senior Learning Mentor, has a BA (Hons) in Psychology and Counselling and is 
currently studying at Masters level. 
 
Our support team have a range of skills and qualifications, many are educated to 
degree level, such as: Precision teaching, Numicon, First Class at Number, Speech 
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and Language interventions, Shape Coding, Maketon, Autism Support, Social Story 
Writing, Team Teach, Working with Children with Specific Learning Difficulties, 
Dyslexia Support and Dyslexia Basic Screening. 
 
Where a child has specific medical needs, we will ensure that staff are fully trained 
to support these needs and a medical care plan is in place. 
 
The SENDCo works closely with other health and educational professionals, who 
support our school with training, advice and interventions. 
 
Staff set high but realistic targets for all children, including those with SEND to 
ensure they make expected progress or better. This information is then used to 
evaluate the effectiveness of provision for children with SEND.  All policies for 
teaching and learning take account of children with SEND and ensure that all 
children are able to take part in activities regardless of whether or not they have 
SEND. Where this is not physically possible (in the case of a physical disability) 
Westways will ensure they have considered every possible reasonable adjustment 
to the activity. 

 
 

How will we measure the progress of your child in school? 
 
 

All children will be assessed regularly, and assessment data is scrutinised by class 
teachers and senior leaders.   
Vulnerable groups of children such as those eligible for free school meals due to 
being in receipt of state benefits, those for whom English is an Additional Language 
(EAL) and children in the care of the local authority and post-adopted children, who 
may or may not have a SEND, are particularly carefully monitored.  
The SENCO will track the progress of children identified as having SEND.  
Interventions will be research based, planned and carried out over a set time frame 
and the impact evaluauted. 
This process takes the form of a four-part cycle; Asess, Plan, Do, Review; as part of 
a graduated approach. 
If a child has been identified as having SEND they will have specific outcomes 
identified which will be reviewed regularly during termly meetings with parents (SEN 
Review Meetings).   This is an important process for Parents/Carers and children to 
be actively involved in.  Involvement of the children in their review and target setting 
will be done in a sensitive and age appropriate way. 
 

 
What support does Westways provide for us as parents of a child with SEND? 

 
 
The school SENDCo, Mrs. Parfitt is contactable if you have any concerns with 
regards to your child’s Special Educational Needs, although your first point of 
contact should be your child’s class teacher. No issue, worry or concern is too 
small, we are here to help. 
 
Westways endeavours to work closely with all Parents/Carers and we value the 
relationships we build with our children and their families. We are an inclusive 
school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. 
 
If your child is on the school SEN register, you will be invited to a termly SEN 
Review meeting with your child’s class teacher and for children with a higher level of 



need who are on level 3 or 4 on the Sheffield Support Grid (SSG) this will 
additionally be with the SENCO.    
 
At Westways we aim to keep parents up to date through parent’s evenings, 
information evenings and events and via our website and through Parent Pay 
notices. 
 
Westways is committed to working closely with Parents/Carers in the development 
of SEND provision in school and welcomes feedback from Parents/Carers.  If you 
use English as an additional language we will endeavour to use an interpreter 
during SEN review meetings to make sure we communicate effectively with you.  
 
There is a voluntary organisation called Sheffield Parent/Carer Forum for 
Parents/Carers of children who have SEND. Their website can be found at 
www.sheffieldparentcarerforum.org.uk  
 
There is also the ‘SENDIAST’ if you use this as your search term in a web browser 
it will link you to many websites offering advice and support.  
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/schools-childcare/sen-and-disability-information-
support-service 
 
 
Should Parents/Carers believe that the needs of their child are not being met, 
Westways has a complaints policy in place to support Parents/Carers. This can be 
found at www.westwaysprimary.co.uk/information/school-policies or via the school 
office. 

 
 
 
 

How will Westways support my child when they are joining the school, moving to a new 

class or onto the next stage of their education? 
 
 

Transition at any point is a stressful time for children with SEND and their 
Parents/Carers. Westways works closely with pre-school providers to ensure we 
know as much about the child as possible before they start with us. The SENCO will 
liaise with external agencies involved with your child and wherever possible 
strategies to support your child that are proven to work will be continued in school.  
 
As Westways is a through primary school, transitions between year groups is 
managed very carefully.  The main transitions occur when the children move into 
each new phase of school i.e. from Foundation Stage into Year 1; and Year 2 to 
Year 3 as both transitions require the child to move to a different building.  
Transitions are planned in advance to meet your child’s needs.  Children may be 
given extra opportunities to visit their new classroom/teaching staff to 
help them settle in and get used to the different building.   
 
Children may be provided with photo books of the new environment they are moving 
to and the staff working there so that they have the summer holidays to become 
more familiar with the building and the people working in it.  As with 
all SEND children, transitions are managed by responding to the needs of the 
individual child. Transition into secondary school begins for children with SEND 
shortly after Christmas with regular care and support for the most vulnerable with the 
Learning Mentor to help ease the big change in their lives. If necessary external 
support will be used i.e. Indetravel (independent travel training).  Transition review 
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meetings will be planned and there will be close liaison between Westways SENCO 
and colleagues in the secondary school. 

 

 
 

How is Westways Primary School accessible to children with SEND? 
 
 

Westways Primary School is housed in three separate Victorian buildings.  
Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. We will make ‘reasonable 
adjustments’ to ensure children have full access to the school, curriculum and 
equipment.  
Foundation Stage, being recently refurbished, is fully accessible for wheelchair uses. 
Key Stage 1 building is fully accessible through using the outdoor space to move 
between Year 2 (floor level) and Year 1 (basement level).  
The main level in Key Stage 2 is accessible for wheelchair users however the 
basement is not. Should we need wheelchair access, arrangements would be made 
ensure the year group the child was in was not placed in the basement classrooms. 
There are disabled toilet and changing facilities in each building and showering 
facilities in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 2.  We will ensure where ever possible 
that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs. 
 
If you have any other questions please contact Jane Parfitt (Inclusion Manager and 
SENCO) at senco@westways.sheffield.sch.uk. 


